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of the  day,  tlie  extremes of temperature in  cloudy
weather being regula/ted mainly by the changes of wind.

If it were convenient to read the instruments at
midnight no uncertainty could possibly exist, as the
extreme temperatures recorded must have occurred
during the civil day, and the adoption of 0 P.M. ren-
ders it at least far less likely that any doubt should
arise as to the day to which a given temperature! be-
longs than would be the case if a morning* hour were
selected.

Having calculated the mean temperature of the
day by any method, the next problem is to determine
the means for longer periods, and ultimately to arrive
at the mean temperature of the place.

The most obvious period, next to a day, is a week,
but as the weeks do not begin on the same days in
consecutive years, we cannot easily state what is the
true mean temperature of, say, the sixteenth week in
any year.

The only really logical subdivision of the year in
that into 73 periods of 5 days each, for the number J>(>r>
is only divisible by 5 and 78, and a great deal of tfood
work has been done with these five-day mea.ua, which
are strictly the means of equal and corresponding in-
tervals, except in leap year, when the time from Feb-
ruary 25 to March 1 embraces six days.

There is only one inconvenience in. the use of live-
day means, and this arises from the fact that the live-
day intervals do not correspond with the monthly
periods, while common usage always considers tho
month as the most natural subdivision of tho year.
Monthly means are, therefore,, always employed for
ordinary purposes, but in many respects this in au